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Of Mx-CILA Agent Terpil
By Patrick E. Tyler

v liens of Americans who have
bean zauatited over the last yvear by
forg and  arduous — sometimes
eryptic - accounts of former Cen-
trai Intellizence Agency spies sup-
piving and training terrorists around
the workd wili hear some short, as-
tonishing admissions in a very long
-decuontary tonight.

% & quarter-hour segment on one
of the network magazine shows,
“Frank Terpil: Confessions of a Dan-
sereus Mean” would have been a very
digestible advance to the running

aiv of the CIA’s notorious alumni
sinits. aceused of providing the in-
siruments of terror to some of the
wori's mesi hated dictators. In the
“docur - “ary, which airs tonight at 9
o channels 26 and 32, Terpil ac-
knowleags  his  merchant-of-death
rote, but contends he doesn’t get
wrapped up in emotional arguments
ghont ko

Except for Terpil's admissions
that he participated in supplying
expiosives, timars, night vision sur-
veilianca gysiems and terrorist train- . '
ing ¢ Libys’s dictator, Muammar e Y Frank Terpil before

Yee TERPIL, C4, Col.1 B SRR Tasonls his flight from the U.S,;
, by Rudy Maxa
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_ . theraselves; neverBalins oo fxr: be-

yord whet €BS's Biikie: Wallioe: was
able o get out of Bampil’ in atrum-
Mnmnw& “60 Minuts™ exclusive last

m& it is, however, smducers David

" Fapning and Antesy Thomas have
B stzetched 15 mimes of usable in-

terview material o a- 1%-hour
saga that features Bz close-ups of
empty chairs, empty courtrooms,
cmpty hotel rooms and empty-
headed testimonils about the
Brooklyn-born Terpd :

* From his mothe, Viola: “Frank
would give anybody amything if he

had it

From his sister. “He had to do
whet he had to do ... Pus proud of
him as a brother.”

From his high school chum: “In
some ways he deserves a medal for
what he’s done.”

Tonight'’s interviews were filmed
in mid-1981 and were set up for the
producers by author Jim Hougan
{(*Spooks”). Hougan makes a brief
statement on camera that guys like
Frank Terpil, trained as dirty-tricks
artists by the CIA, are basicaily un-
employable after leaving government
service unless they sell their exper-
ise on the world market to the high-
est bidder.

This premise, which has sup-
ported much of the public policy
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angst over the activities of Terpil
and his one-time partner, Edwin P.
Wilsen, i8 as skewed as the docu-
mentary, which suggests that Terpil .
may just be one of the most danger-
ous men in the world and then con-
cludes that he is a “medium-sized
cog in the machinery” of internation-
al arms dealing.

Ninety .minutes on the life story
of a medivm-sized cog?

Terpil also admits that he sup-
plied much of the intelligence equip-
ment — and perhaps some of the
torture equipment — sought in 1977
by the now-deposed Ugandan dic-
tator, Idi Amin. Terpil discusses his
flight from Uganda at Amin's gide
end their armival in Libya, where
Amin insulted the Libyan soldiers
Qaddafi had sent him as “women.”

Terpil claims that Saudi Arabia,
where Amin is now living among
presumably tougher soldiers, is fi-
nancing Big Daddy’s eventual come-
back, which is known by the code
name of the “football” match. Terpil
produced a taped telephone conver-
sation between him and Amin in
which the football match is men-
tioned with great glee.

All of the flaws on this documen-
tary occur when the producers at-
tempt to leave the confines of the
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conversation v ith Terpil and engage .
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in cinematic arts and crafts. For in-

camera walking up and down -the
empty corridors of the Manhattan
Sheraton where Terpil and one of
hia partners were arrested in Decem-
ber 1979 for attempting to sell 10,-
000 machine guns to undercover
New York police detectives.

Then the film cuts to the empty

Manhattan courtroom where Terpil
and his pal were convicted in absen-

. tia after they skipped the country.

After some more straight talk
with Terpil, the film goes on location

again in Brooklyn: “It was in the

company of these warm and gener-
ous people that we began to grasp
the experiences that had shaped
Frank Terpil.” That line could have
been stolen from “The Making of a
President.” The Brooklyn diversion,
with all of its inane and superficial

 testimonials, is saved briefly when

Vieta ‘Torpii tells about the time 17
year-old Frankie bought a machi-:
gun from a eraoked cop and anld it
to the son of Terpil's high school
science teacher.

“The morality of New York is my
morality,” Terpil announces like a
bumper sticker. :

The rest of the program is a
hodgepodge of Terpil escapades.
Perhaps the film’s most serious
transgression is that it fails to forth-
rightly state what questions are

raized and what lessons there are for

right-thinking Americans from the

exploits of Francis E. Terpil.
Fanning and Thomas claim that

no one in the CIA, FBI or Justice

Department would talk to them.

about the case. The only conclusion
viewers should deaw from this state-
ment is thet the producers did a hor-
rible job of asking. Numerous offi-
cials in several administrations pub-
licly have provided information
about Terpil's activities and the gov-
ernment’s attempts to bring him to
justice. .
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